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	BUILDING RESILIENCE & EQUITY IN HAWAIʻI:
	FROM FARMS TO FOOD SYSTEMS
	Farming System Resilience: A Critical Component In a similar vein, the exercise of indigenous and traditional ecological knowledge (ITEK) by indigenous and local people has been widely recognized to contribute to ecological, social, agricultural, and climate resilience (Winter et al., 2020; Dorji et al., 2024). Traditional Native Hawaiian land management strategies are an example of such diversified and resilient systems (Winter et al., 2020). Such practices contribute to biodiversity, nutrient cycling, shoreline stabilization, enhanced water quality and aquifer recharge, sediment retention, and abundance of key resource species (Winter et al. 2020). Native Hawaiian and other indigenous strategies are adapted to place and balance goals of both conservation and food production (Winter, 2020, Dorji et al., 2024). Indigenous and traditional ecological knowledge (ITEK) is highly adaptable, often responding to environmental stressors effectively as conditions change (Dorji et al., 2024; Rai & Mishra, 2022). Importantly, these systems are not a silver bullet. However, the evidence clearly shows that diversified and indigenous farming systems can reduce the severity of impacts, buffer against yield losses, and minimize the loss of soil, water, and other natural resources during and after extreme events, all critical functions in the era of global environmental change (Miles and Hoy, 2023) These findings point to a clear conclusion: diversification is one of the most reliable strategies for building resilience at the farm level. Farms that integrate crop diversity and soil health practices, are better able to withstand and recover from disturbance. Agroecology, in this context, is not just a set of practices. It is part of a broader, science-informed approach to strengthening resilience, sustainability, and long-term system function (Gliessman 2018; Ewert et al. 2023). At the same time, an equally important insight has emerged from the scientific literature and practitioner communities: farming system resilience alone is not sufficient to ensure food security in times of crisis. Even the most resilient farming systems remain vulnerable if they are embedded in fragile supply chains, lack processing and distribution infrastructure, or operate within larger systems that are unprepared for disruptions (Fanzo et al. 2024).
	Table 1: Roadmap for Building Food System Resilience & Equity in Hawaiʻi

